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Joann was born and 
raised in Cedar Rapids, 

Iowa. She started her ca-
reer as an artist while oper-
ating a ski shop and llama 
trekking business in Lead-
ville, CO in the early 1990s.

Joann returned to Iowa 
for a few years, then 

moved back to Colora-
do to continue her pas-
sion for art while living 
in Trinidad, Colorado.

Joann currently lives in Mesa, 
AZ  with  her husband, an 

aging aussie and multiple, 
intelligent and entertaining 
African Grey parrots. When 
not instructing art or painting 
commissioned work, JoAnn 
travels throughout Arizona, 
Scottsdale, Tempe, Mesa, 
Phoenix, and Tucson, meeting 
with clients and painting quality, 
award winning pieces of art.

JoAnn is a National and Local 
award winning artist. She has 

done commissions for National 
Dog Shows, The National 
Western Stock Show, and 
private collectors world wide.

She has had the great 
fortune to have had a 

studio in the A. R. Mitchel 
Museum in Trinidad, Colorado 
for several years. A.R Mitchell 
was a well known illustrator 
for the pulp cowboy novels.

Every year, Joann Mathews 
operates a booth at the 

Scottsdale Arabian Horse Show, 

painting, selling art and 
visiting with clients, potential 
customers and colleagues.

There is still an opportunity for you to sign-up for the JoAnn Matthews workshop for painting animal life forms from the wilds 
to your precious pets.   Deadline to reach the required minimum number is 1/30.  It is important to contact Linda Schooley, 
lvschooley@ cox.net or call her at 623-388-6255.  Don’t miss this workshop on Feb.16, at the Church of the Beatitudes!

“Fawn”

“Puppies”

JOANN MATHEWS -  winner of the NWS show



Getting Started
President’s Message for February 2013

	 A psychologist once tried to 
convince his audience that things were 
better now than in the past. He asked 
“When was the last time you went to 
bed worried about being eaten by a 
wild animal before morning?” Another 
psychologist (they seem to speak at 
gatherings of artists a lot) started his 
talk with “What if I could give you 
a pill?  And if you took that pill you 
would always know exactly what to 
do—would you take it?” This may 
explain why the psychology business 
is not doing so well, or there may be 
something to this. It seems that we 
are busier than ever, and it is hard to 
start something new whether it is a 
new painting or a change in direction 
for our career. We think we would like 
to know “the answer”, but I’m not so 
sure. Maybe life is very mysterious 
and all we will ever have is a  collection 
of insights and never the final answer. 
	 So, how do we start in a new 
direction?  First, we need to not be 
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satisfied with things the way they are. 
Many people complain all the time, but 
that’s  different.  When you are trying very 
hard and want to make a difference, you 
inevitably reach a point where what you 
have been doing is not enough. You may 
also be burned out, tired, and discouraged, 
but there are ways to move forward.  First, 
set aside a time to work on what is 
important. Many couples, even after years 
of marriage, are setting date nights—
time to do something together.  You just 
have to stop the world and give yourself 
permission to think for awhile. Pick a time 
and tell people you are in a meeting.  They 
don’t need to know that you are meeting 
with your own future. Next, acknowledge 
what has worked well for you and then 
think about how satisfaction with that 
has stopped you from moving to the next 
level.
	 Now, ask yourself why do you 
paint. You may realize that the reason 
is now much different than when you 
started.  Years ago I wanted to create 
paintings that seemed to be very real. I 
created scientific illustrations of insects 
and building illustrations.  Then computer 
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graphics made much of that 
work obsolete. Others wanted to 
create pretty paintings of flowers, 
children, landscapes and other 
pleasant scenes. Once the craft 
was mastered, there was a hope 
to do something more significant—
something that would cause a 
reaction in the viewer.
	 So, it comes down to starting.  
You need to pick a time for 
yourself—you deserve it! Take the 
time to think before you paint.  Ask 
yourself what you really would like 
the painting to do.  First, do it for 
yourself.  Forget about what people 
might say about the painting and 
do something that has meaning for 
you.  Next, realize you are not alone 
and your painting is the way you 
share your impressions with others. 
Nobody will see your painting the 
way you intended, but it may be just 
what they needed to see anyway.
	 After growing bored of realistic 
painting, I overlapped images of 
four people and two horses and 
painted each part of the picture to 

P resi    d e n t ’ s  M essa    g e 



Cognizantithesis:
s o l o  e x h i b i t i o n  at  G l e n d a l e 

C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e
Paintings and Drawings by Stan Kurth

February 4 through February 27
Opening Reception: Monday, February 4, 
2013, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at the Palm 
Court (Student Union 104)
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make a composition that depicted a sense of these people 
even though it was totally unrealistic. It is a new direction 
and it may not turn out well, but its a start in a new 
direction.
	 This also applies to social situations including 
volunteering to make AWA continue to function. There is 
not much support for the arts even though they are more 
important than ever. It all comes down to how many people 
are willing to help even when they are not sure that they 
know what to do. There are people ready to help you find 
your way and I think you will find it rewarding.  Let me know 
if you’d like to help and we’ll get you started.

	Jeremy

Jones

President
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           P resi    d e n t ’ s  M essa    g e  C o n t i n u e d

Coming in March

Jeremy Jones will present an 
evening program at the meeting on 
March 14th showing easier ways 
to understand and use perspective 
to add depth to urban scenes, 
landscape, figurative work, still lifes 
and even abstract work.  It will be 
followed by a workshop on March 
16th where participants will combine 
dramatic but easy perspective with 
color tricks to create more depth 
in their paintings.  You can do it!

Jeremy has been doing architectural 
and scientific illustration since 1962 
but still remembers how instructors 
made it difficult to understand 
perspective. It is all about just 
learning how to look at something.

Horse by JoAnn Mathews
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           A W A  N E W S
Painting in the Rose Garden At Mesa Community College!! 
Monet did it with oils in France, but AWA is going to do it with watercolors in Mesa, with MCC 
(MESA COMMUNITY COLLEGE).  Yes, we are planning a community outreach to paint in one of 
the top 10 rose gardens in the U.S.  Tentative INFO:   Saturday, APRIL 6, 2013, 10AM-5PM.  This 
should be a glorious opportunity to paint Plein Air with students, teachers, and friends.  There is 
no cost (except your supplies).  Just visualize  the colors and imagine the fragrance.  FREE!  SAVE 
THIS DATE (We have to check with the Flower Guru’s to confirm.)  You can select your time to fit 
your schedule.  The watercolor instructor at MCC is Cyndie Petersen.  She is very excited for her 
students to mix it up with our AWA artists.  There will be advertising… more to come next month.  
Linda Schooley

I am looking forward to working with all of you for the upcoming Spring 2013 Membership 
Exhibition. You should be receiving your prospectus in the mail the first week in February. Our 
Juror for the exhibition is Jeannie McGuire, AWS. She will be visiting us from Pittsburgh, PA.  
“Her work has been described as a brilliant combination of emotion, movement, natural design, 
and sheer artistry that has been expanded upon from her days as a commercial graphic designer 
and photographer.” I have been looking at her website with pleasure and look forward to her 
visit. She will not only jury our exhibition, but she will be here in April to teach a workshop 
as well.  Be sure to check with Maureen McGuire to sign up for one of the workshops!  Check 
out Jeannie McGuire’s website at www.jeanniemcguire.com  

We will be exhibiting this Spring at the Home & Design Idea Center.  Mark your calendars for 
these important 2013 Spring Exhibit Dates: February 20 – Digital Slides Due / March 4 
– Artists Notified / March 28 – Shipped Paintings Due / March 30 – Deliver Paintings to 
HDIC 10 am to Noon / April 18 – Reception and Awards 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm/ April 27 
– Pickup Paintings at HDIC 10 am to Noon. 

Since we now have a year-round opportunity to exhibit at the Home & Design Idea Center, we 
want more and more of our members to become familiar with this exhibit space and expand on 
our relationship with this location. There is a lot of potential for you as members since the 
space is being offered FREE to AWA members, is open 7 days a week, and commissions are only 
20%. They love our work, promote our group and our shows, AND we will attract designers 
and other home-design related groups and consumers as they become familiar with our venues. 
www.azideacenter.com 

We will be at a different location for the Fall Exhibition this year, and I have also already 
booked the 2014 Spring Exhibition at the Scottsdale Artist School. My goal is to find 
locations for the next two years and always be booked that far in advance. Spaces for larger 
juried shows like ours need a lot of pre-planning and reservations well in advance, and of 
course the budget is a factor.  SO! Get those great paintings ready to go and let’s have a 
wonderful 2013 Spring Exhibition that inspires us all!  

Oh yes, and there is a correction to my address in the Membership Directory. You can reach 
me at my Cell number: 480-369-0669, Mail: 4848 E Cactus Rd, Suite 505-#143, 
Scottsdale, AZ  85254.  You can reach me 7 days a week, too! 

Happy Painting…  DEL                                                                      

Spring 2013 Membership Exhibition
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A W A  F u n d - raiser       for    G l e n crof    t

AWA Charitable Fund-Raiser
Calling all AWA Artists. Join in the fun and the giving. 

Once again artists from Arizona Watercolor Association are participating 
in a fund-raiser for the Glencroft Retirement Home located in Glendale, 
AZ. The purpose is to raise money to provide assistance to Glencroft 
residents who have depleted their financial resources, thus enabling 
them to continue living in their home at Glencroft. This is done through 
the sale of water media art.

You, your families and friends are all invited to the Glencroft Spring 
Festival on Saturday, March 2 at Glencroft located at 8611 North 
67th Ave, Glendale. Featured are paintings, prints, cards, etc. by AWA 
artists, beautiful hand sewn Amish and Mennonite quilts, and good food 
to eat and wonderful  Amish cheeses, furniture, and other items for sale 
as well as a host of activities.

We still need artists to actively participate in supporting this event. Not 
only do participants have the privilege of helping out senior citizens, but 
they have the opportunity to sell their paintings, prints, cards, bookmarks, 
etc. This is a great opportunity to promote Arizona Watercolor Association 
and watercolor fine art as well.

 To participate in this event, contact Diane Parnitzke, Chairperson at 623 
386 2098 or Sherry Kimmel, Co-chairperson at 602 439 6846. 

 “Horse Lying” 
by JoAnn Mathews
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Arizona Watercolor Association
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Arizona Watercolor Association
www.azwatercolor.com

Workshop Registration Form

Name: ________________________________________________Date:____________
email:______________________________________________ Member : r Yes r No

Address:_____________________________________ City______________________
State________________Zip________
Home Phone: ______-_______-________    Cell Phone: ______-______-_________
Please complete form and mal with your check payable to AZ Watercolor to the 
appropriate Chairperson:

Juror Workshops are held at the Arizona 
Artists Guild Building 9 am – 4 pm

18411 N 7th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85023

Contact:
Maureen McGuire             H: 602-277-0167
924 E. Bethany Home Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85014
mmcguire@fastq.com         C: 602-361-3354

1-Day: $75 Members $90 Non-members

3-Day: $235 Members $275 Non-members

Spring Juror’s Workshop:
Jeannie McGuire

r 1-Day April 13, 2013
r3-Day April 10, 11, 12
Total Amount $________Check#_______

Member Workshops are held in the 
Patio Room at the Church of the 
Beatitudes 9 am – 4 pm

555 W Glendale Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85021

Contact:
Linda Schooley 623-388-6255
18213 W. Weatherby Dr.
Surprise, AZ 85374
lvschooley@cox.net

$40 Members $50 Non-members

r Febuary 12, 2013 Kim Johnson

rFebruary16, 2013 JoAnn Mathews

r March 16, 2013 Jeremy Jones

Member Workshop Month:____________
Total Amount $________Check#______

At the last board meeting it was decided to open a PayPal ac-
count for AWA. This will make it easier for us to sell things 
from our shows, to sell paintings online, to pay dues and to re-
ceive donations. It should make many things work better for us 
as we continue to update our practices.  We are in the process 
of ordering equipment and forms and then we’ll let you know 
more about how you can take advantage of this new service.
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The Arizona Watercolor Association Board 
Meetings start promptly at 5:15 PM at the 
Church of the Beatitudes Youth Center on 
Second Thursday Evenings of Each Month.

Fun Table 7:00 P.M.
Meeting 7:30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M.

Member Workshops:
Febuary 12, 2013		  Kim Johnson
February 16, 2013		  JoAnn Matthews
March 16, 2013		  Jeremy Jones

3 Day Workshops:
April 10, 11, 12		  Jeannie McGuire

1 Day Workshop:
April 13, 2013		  Jeannie McGuire

MAKE SURE TO RESERVE  YOUR PLACE IN 
THESE WONDERFUL WORKSHOPS!

Feb 2013 Issue AWA Newsletter                www.azwatercolor.com

Save the Dates!!

           A W A  news     an  d  ca  l en  d ar
Th r ee AWA Sh o ws i n  J anu ar y

	 In January, three shows were opened 
at the H ome and D esign Idea Center and 
at the Arizona Art Alliance. The beautiful 
AAA G allery at the P avilions S hopping 
Center featured the AWA  from January 
14th to the 28th. A S  how for juried 
artists and a separate show for emerging 
artists opened on January 5th (HDIC), and 
will remain up through M arch.  E  merging 
artists are members who have not yet been 
selected into three juried AWA  shows, 
but these artists were able to show some 
very nice work, some of them for the first 
time.  N  ew member Cassandra S cott was 
an AWA scholarship winner last year and 
is showing a large depiction of the Grand 
Canyon. M ore experienced artist D iane 
Parnitzke is sharing one of her interesting 
abstract works and show chairman Donna 
Liddle brought wonderful still lifes.  
Newsletter publisher, Casey W eber, 
also came through with a portrait. W e’ll 
watch for other opportunities for shows 
and the Idea Center show is scheduled 
to hang a new cycle of paintings in April.
	

	 Of course, we are looking ahead 
to our juried show in A pril and will send 
details as soon as the location is set. 
Beyond that, the W estern F ederation 
show will be hosted by AWA  at the 
Fountain H ills A ctivity Center in 2014, 
so you can look forward to seeing that.  
	
	 Thanks to all who took the time to 
frame their work and get it to these shows.



AWA  Website
www.azwatercolor.com

Watch our site for  calendar news, show information and 

now, you will find our archive of newsletters too!
Our Webmaster 

Bruce Sink
602-738-8121

General Meetings - Church of the Beatitudes
555 W. Glendale Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 
corner of 7th Ave.
602-264-1221

Feb thru May
2nd Thursdays of the Month

Fun Table 7:00pm
Meeting 7:30pm-9:30pm

Website: www.azwatercolor.com    Email: AWA@azwatercolor.com

ARIZONA WATERCOLOR ASSOCIATION


